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Statement of Faith

The faith tradition of this CIO is based on Hindu Dharma also known as the Sanatana Dharma. ‘Hinduism’ is now generally accepted as a generic term to identify this ancient faith tradition that originated in India. It was not started by any single individual, seer or prophet, and its origin cannot be traced to a particular period of human history. It is not based on one single book or a set of dogmas; on the contrary, it allows a great deal of freedom of thought, faith and worship. Hinduism is not a single religious faith system because it does not insist on any fixed set of doctrines. There are a variety of religious sects or traditions in Hinduism and the CIO welcomes all of them. In spite of this diversity, there is a certain unity among all the various doctrines and schools of thought because their basic principles are based on the ‘eternal laws of nature’ which can be rightly defined as Sanatana (eternal) Dharma (laws of nature). These basic concepts are as follows:
· Belief that God is one but as he has many attributes and many functions, he is called by many different names. 

· God is worshipped in diverse forms.

· There is Divinity in all. The Divine spark in all living creatures is Atman (soul). The soul is eternal and immortal, only the body made from the five physical elements perishes.

· Life does not end with death. There is a cycle of Life and Death called Sansara.
· The cycle of life and death is dictated by theory of Karma which is the law of cause and effect.
· Humans can achieve liberation from round of birth and death called Moksha, Mukti or Nirvana.
The above concepts are explained in various Hindu scriptures including the most ancient Vedic scriptures which are summarised in the Bhagwat Gita, now known as the most popular Hindu scripture. This is the reason for naming the Hindu temple building as Gita Bhawan.

The essence of Hindu Dharma is that God exists in all creation so there is no room for any kind of discrimination. The CIO believes in promoting communal harmony and interfaith dialogue. 
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